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Sekine Shoji: His Final Year

Ito Kyo (Curator, Fukushima Prefectural Museum of Art)

Sekine Shoji (1899-1919) was a Japanese Western-style painter active during the Taisho era (1912-1926)
who died at the age of 20 from pulmonary tuberculosis after contracting the Spanish flu. His work underwent a
dramatic shift after he was operated on for empyema in April 1918, and from then until his death in June 1919,
he produced mainly figure paintings in bright colors. This final year of his life saw the creation of many of his
best-known works, including Sorrow of Belief, Sister and Brother, Three Stars, A Child, and Solace and Worry.
Through an analysis of Sekine’s drawings, sketches, letters, and diaries, this paper considers a group of his final

works, focusing on themes such as illness, family, children, and childcare.
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