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Morita Tsunetomo: Transcription of Letters to Nishiyama Haku’un (1)
Masubuchi Kyoko (Curator, Fukushima Prefectural Museum of Art)

Nishiyama Haku’un (1877-1944) was the penname of Nishiyama Ryozo, a sake brewer and haiku poet in
Tanba, Hyogo Prefecture who was a major patron of the painter Morita Tsunetomo (1881-1933). This
publication, the first in a series transcribing 189 handwritten letters that Tsunetomo wrote to Haku’un, presents
47 letters covering the period from June 1919 to December 1924 and explores the two men’s artistic and
personal relationship.

According to a letter from June 1919, Haku’un seems to have been introduced to Tsunetomo through the
painter and poet Hirafuku Hyakusui and other haiku figures of the time. At the end of October 1920, Tsunetomo
visited Haku’un’s house in Tanba following an exchange of letters about a painting commission. On the same
trip, Tsunetomo also traveled to the Tango region, visiting the Amanohashidate Sandbar and Kinosaki Hot
Springs. In November, Haku’un purchased the painting Kantei (Quiet Garden) from Tsunetomo. During this
time, Tsunetomo left the Nihon Bijutsuin Japanese-style painting society along with Kosugi Misei, Kurata
Hakuyo, and several other artists. In 1922 they formed a Western-style painting society, the Shun’yokai. Starting
with the first Shun’yokai exhibition in June 1923, Tsunetomo travelled to Osaka every year. There, in 1923 and

1924, he met Haku’un and the two men deepened their friendship.
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