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Report : Art appreciation for the visually impaired; A “Touch, Talk, See” Workshop

Hashimoto Eri (Curator, Fukushima Prefectural Museum of Art)

In the museum context, when it comes to art appreciation, we commonly rely on our vision to “see the work.”
But in recent years, more and more museums have begun exploring new, alternative methods of appreciating art
and offering them to visitors. This can be viewed as part and parcel of the movement to enhance museum
facilities and services so as to realize a space where everyone can enjoy art regardless of any physical disability.
Since 2012, the Fukushima Prefectural Museum of Art has been conducting a program once a year that brings
visitors with visual impairment into the museum to interact with items in its collections. Through a report on
how the project was conducted this year, this paper reconsiders the possibilities of art appreciation methods in

museums.
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