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Art Discussion Report: “The Art of Miyazaki Shin”
Araki Yasuko (Vice Director and Chief Curator, Fukushima Prefectural Museum of Art)

In 2018, Fukushima Prefectural Museum of Art received a bequest of 19 works from the artist Miyazaki Shin
following his death. On February 9, 2020, in conjunction with an exhibition introducing his works as part of the
museum’s permanent collection, the artist’s widow, Miyazaki Tomie, the art historian Akamatsu Yuki, and the
writer Kurokawa So, who came to know Miyazaki during his later years, were invited to the museum for a
public discussion of the artist’s work. This paper is a report of that event.

Following general introductory remarks about Miyazaki’s art by Akamatsu, the participants took turns
exchanging views, mainly about those works in the museum’s collection from the 1950s and *60s. This was the
period beginning with Miyazaki’s return home after WWII when he traveled extensively in northern Japan,
including Fukushima and Hokkaido, painting. He was gradually accepted by the Japanese art establishment,
including being awarded the 10th Yasui Sotaro Memorial Award in 1967.

Though Miyazaki became known during this period for painting traveling entertainers, in private he also
began painting works based on his personal experiences as a soldier on the warfront in China and as a prisoner
of war in Siberia. When these latter works were finally exhibited publicly for the first time in 1994-95 as part of
a solo exhibition, it seemed to unleash a flood of works examining his experiences of the war and internment in
Siberia as his own unique form of personal expression. Though much is still unknown about this early period of
Miyazaki’s career, it became clear from the discussion that these two major themes of his early work-his
wartime experiences and postwar travels in northern Japan-arose in parallel and that more research into them is
needed to reexamine the meaning of his works from the 1990s onward. A more multifaceted consideration,
including a repositioning of Miyazaki within the art movement of the time, will no doubt give us a clearer

picture of his entire oeuvre and what he wanted to convey to us through his art.
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