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Kumada Chikabo’s Design Work and FEMINA
Hori Yoshio, Curator, Fukushima Prefectural Museum of Art

After graduating from Tokyo School of Fine Arts, the renowned book illustrator Kumada
Chikabo(1911-2009) began his career as a graphic designer under the tutelage of Yamana Ayao. In
1934, he joined Nippon Kobo (Nippon Studio), a design firm led by Natori Yonosuke, where he
worked alongside Yamana to help produce NIPPON, an advertising magazine with an international
focus.

I have previously highlighted aspects of Kumada’'s work during his time at Nippon Kobo in The
World of Kumada Chikabo (2001) and Natori Yonosuke and Nippon Kobo 1931-1945 (2006), published
by the museum, as well as in the exhibition Kumada Chikabo: The Radiance of Flowers, Insects, and
Slow Life (2006). Since then, additional materials have come to light that together reveal a clearer
picture of the artist’s early years as a designer, still working under his birth name of Kumada Goro.

This article showcases key design materials archived at the Fukushima Prefectural Museum of Art
dating from Kumada'’s time at Nippon Kobo through the postwar era. It also offers a brief examination
of FEMINA, a groundbreaking postwar magazine that provides insight into this formative period
which shaped Kumada’s distinctive artistic style.

FEMINA deviated significantly from other general-interest magazines of its day. Kumada,
principally responsible for its graphic design and layout, employed techniques honed at Nippon Kobo
which made liberal use of photographic images, incorporating work by in-house photographer
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Matsuda Masashi as well as the likes of photojournalists Kimura Thee, Domon Ken, and Fujimoto
Shihachi.

In terms of FEMINA's editorial direction, the magazine was led by Aoyagi Kiyo, a prominent female
editor at Nippon Kobd, and featured contributions from distinguished writers such as Miyamoto
Yuriko. Despite its ambitious vision and lavish production, however, FEMINA struggled to find a
foothold in the chaotic postwar period and proved short-lived. Following its demise, Kumada
transitioned into the book illustrator that he is remembered as today .
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