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Report
Guest Talk by Hayashi Norichika

Compiled and edited by Isawa Fumihiko, Curator, Fukushima Prefectural Museum of Art, and Saito
Megumi, Curator, Fukushima Prefectural Museum of Art

On Sunday, September 8, 2024, Fukushima Prefectural Museum of Art hosted a special program
entitled Pika—Pika! A Buried Wood Experience, featuring artist Hayashi Norichika. In conjunction
with this event, Mr. Hayashi gave a talk focusing on his artistic practice, with particular attention to
his work Back Alley, housed in the museum'’s permanent collection. This report provides a summary
of those proceedings.

After a brief self-introduction, Hayashi spoke about his purpose and methods in creating Back
Alley, currently on display in the elevator lobby outside the second-floor galleries where the
museum'’s permanent collection is housed. In describing his creative process, he recounted how he
began by photographing and taking precise measurements of an actual vending machine to serve as
his model for the work. In the process of replicating an object made of metal in a different medium,
i.e. wood, his primary interest was in preserving the intrinsic look and feel of the reclaimed material
that he used, with minimal carving or alteration.

Hayashi further explained that his artistic intent in creating Back Alley was to evoke a sense of
everyday life, and, for that reason, he incorporated the leaves of the yatsude plant (Fatsia japonica)
as a design motif.

Throughout the talk, Hayashi provided a broad perspective on his artistic practice, referencing
many of his past works. The event concluded with a lively Q&A session.
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